Moderating effects of family functioning on the social adjustment of children with liver disease.
In this study, we examined the moderating effects of family functioning on parent- and child-reported indices of social functioning in 30 children with liver disease. Consistent with previous research, children with liver disease exhibited significantly lower levels of social functioning compared to normative data. Hierarchical multiple-regression analyses were conducted to examine the relative influence of cognitive functioning, disease severity, and family functioning (i.e., family cohesion and adaptability, parenting stress, and parenting esteem) on children's social functioning. Family functioning accounted for an additional 23% of the variance in parent-reported social functioning and only 4% of the variance in child-reported social competence after controlling for cognitive functioning and disease severity. These preliminary results underscore the importance of considering family factors in designing interventions to enhance the social functioning of children with liver disease.